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SUBJECT: BEGIN S CHANGING EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF THE WASHINGTON 
TALKS INVITES PRESS CRITICISM 

REETEL: TEL AVIV 5782 

1 . PRIME MINISTER BEGIN'S CHANGING CHARACTERIZATION 

OF HIS AND FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN'S TALKS IN WASHINGTON 
IS SETTING THE TONE FOR PRESS COMMENTS AND CRITICISM. 

THUS FRONTPAGE STORIES HAVE MOVED AWAY FROM AN INITIAL 
ALBEIT CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM AND GRATIFICATION OVER THE WARM 
RECEPTION ACCORDED TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO DECLARATIONS 
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THAT THE DEADLOCK IS LIKELY TO REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

2. YEDIOT'S TUESDAY HEADLINE STORY AND SIMILAR ONES IN OTHER 
PAPERS THE EOLLOWING DAY STRESSED BEGIN'S OBSERVATION TO 
REPORTERS "THAT A BREAKTHROUGH IN THE PEACE PROCESS 
MIGHT BE AT HAND.". ..ADDITIONALLY, MOST REPORTS STRESSED 
THE IMPROVEMENT IN THE ATMOSPHERE SURROUNDING U.S.-ISRAELI 
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RELATIONS, AS WELL AS THE NEED EOR THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE 
HARD DECISIONS ON THE WEST BANK AFTER BEGIN'S (AND DAYAN'S) 

RETURN. ACCOMPANYING THESE REPORTS WERE COMMENTARIES SKEPTICAL 
OP BEGIN'S BREAKTHROUGH PRONOUNCEMENT AND CRITICAL 
OP HIS INABILITY "TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN PESTIVE CONGRATULATIONS 
AND POLITICAL REALITY." 

3. CRITICISM OF THE PRIME MINISTER INTENSIPIED FOLLOWING HIS 
DENIAL OP HIS PREVIOUS REMARKS, REPORTED IN YESTERDAY'S 
PRESS. MARCUS (IN HAARETZ) PRESENTED A VERBATIM ACCOUNT OP 
HIS CONPRONTATION WITH BEGIN OVER THE VERACITY OP THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S DENIAL; BEGIN COMES OP SECOND BEST. 

4. IN TODAY'S (MAY 5) PRESS BEGIN IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
ACCEPTED THE BLAME FOR ANY MISUNDERSTANDING WHILE PROVIDING 
YET A THIRD CHARACTERIZATION OP HIS WASHINGTON 

VISIT: NO BREAKTHROUGH HAS OCCURRED, BUT "HOPE EOR A BREAK- 
THROUGH " REMAINS. 

5. IN SUM, BEGIN'S VISIT MAY HAVE GONE BETTER THAN A 
SKEPTICAL ISRAELI PRESS AND PUBLIC HAD EXPECTED, BUT HE HAS 
LOST MUCH OP THE POLITICAL CREDIT. MOST SAW THIS 

SIMPLY AS ANOTHER OP HIS PERIODIC BINGES OP OPTIMISM 
WHICH, HOWEVER, "HAD LITTLE TO DO WITH REALITY. " (DA VAR'S 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEP ZEMER.) 

NEVERTHELESS, THE PRESS APPEARS TO AGREE IN GENERAL 
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THAT AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE ATMOSPHERICS OP U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONS 
HAS OCCURRED. ANOTHER THEME RUNNING THROUGH MUCH 
OP THE COMMENTARY IS THE IMPRESSION THAT A NEW (METHODOLOGICAL) 
PELXIBILITY CAN BE DETECTED IN BOTH THE AMERICAN AND ISRAELI 
APPROACHES. THIS NOW GIVES RISE TO MUCH NEW SPECULATION 
ABOUT UPCOMING NEGOTIATING STRATEGIES AND DEVELOPMENTS, WHICH 
DIVIDES THE PRESS OVER THE ARGUMENT WHETHER BEGIN IS CAPABLE 
OP FLEXIBILITY AND CAN OR WILL RISE TO THE OCCASION 
WHEN ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS PUT TO HIM AND DAYAN BY SECRETARY 
VANCE AND PRESIDENT CARTER REGARDING THE PUTURE OP THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES APTER A FIVE-YEAR INTERIM PERIOD.(SEPTEL). 

LEWIS 
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